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UPGRADING FROM PIMS-X

(Mac and Windows PC)
8/27/11 12:19 PM

Please Note:
An informal video was made back when PIMS-SQL was in BETA trials. It showed the fundamental differences between PIMS-X and
PIMS-SQL. It can still be found on-line, and is a really good source to start with. It can be found at:

http://www.industrialbitworks.com/PIMSSQL/PIMS-SQL-BETA.mov.zip

This Tech Note will explain the necessary steps to upgrade your existing PIMS-X system to PIMS-SQL.
This applies to both “Single-User” and “Client/Server” editions.

There are just a few steps necessary to convert one system to another. This differs greatly from the
migration of PIMS-Classic to PIMS-X, which could take days...

These steps will generally involve the following:

* Opening up your existing PIMS-X Datafile with PIMS-SQL, and let it automatically convert

* Authenticating your copy of PIMS-SQL With ExecUtron (“ExecULocks” are no longer used...)
* Run asingle “conversion” function to bring certain records current

* Importing/converting any custom “Forms Designer” templates from PIMS-X

* Updating a few new settings

CONVERTING YOUR EXISTING PIMS-X DATAFILE:

The initial step in converting your existing PIMS-X Datafile is to simply open it with PIMS-SQL. No matter
what type of PIMS-SQL you’re running (Server or Single-User), you might find it easier at this point to
convert your Datafile with a Single-User version of PIMS-SQL.

Make sure you have turned your machine off and re-booted it before starting. This makes for a clean
slate before converting and is a very important step.

Run the Single-User version of PIMS-SQL. Upon doing so, you will be prompted to select a Datafile.

No data file was found for the database "PIMS-SQL BETA.
4DC". Do you want to open an existing data file or to create
a new data file?

A 4D database needs this file to store its data.

( Cancel ) ( Create ) ( Open 3




Now select a copy of your existing PIMS-X Datafile (it ends in “.4dd”).

OWOUO, Open
Select a 4D Data File
< » (52 =|m] (@ PIMS-SQL BETA Q
DataSync Folder ¥ Preview:
My Datafile.4DD
PIMS HTML Templates
PIMS Plug-Ins
PIMS Ter...references
¥ PIMS-SQL BETA.app
PIMS-X iPhone

o

Name My Datafile.4DD
Kind 4D Data File
Size 14.7 MB on disk
Created 6/14/06 11:36 AM
Modified Today 9:52 AM
Last opened Today 9:52 AM

A More info... )
v I n

CCaneal)

Once selected, click “Open”. You will now be prompted to convert the Datafile:

Database Conversion

N ;“.‘:g .

Please check your database with 4D Tools (use the version corresponding to the database) before
conversion

4D replaces certain files in your database folder. The originals of the replaced files will be stored
in the “Replaced Files” folder.

By precaution, it is nevertheless advisable to carry out a complete backup of your database folder
before proceeding with the conversion.

( Detaile =) \ n
( Details > ) ( Cancel ) ( Convert

base )

Click “Convert Datafile” to continue. At this point, the conversion process will backup your original
Datafile (and any segments) to a folder called “Replaced Files (Conversion)”, and start building a new
PIMS-SQL Datafile. This can take as little as a matter of minutes to a couple of hours. It all depends on
the size of your Datafile. A 6GB Datafile takes about two hours, as an example.

Please note that in PIMS-SQL, you will have a single “non-segmented” Datafile no matter the size (unlike
PIMS-X which divided your Datafile into 2GB segments). However, your Datafile will always be
comprised of two separate files. One file is your data (“.4dd”) and the other is made up of all the indexing
for your Datafile (.4DIndx). In previous versions of PIMS, the Data and Indexes were always contained
together. If you ever need to copy a PIMS-SQL Datafile, be sure and copy both of these files...
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Once the Datafile is initially converted, PIMS will fire up its core processes and notice that it is not
authorized to run on that machine. At this point, it will tie into the EDC authentication system at the
ExecUtron server farm. It will transmit the “ACCOUNT INFORMATION” from your Datafile’s PIMS
Preferences to our server for authentication. Because of this, you need to make sure of the following
before starting this conversion process:

1. Make sure your are running this conversion on the actual machine that will be running this PIMS-
SQL and Datafile (it will be mated to that machine from this moment on)
2. Make sure that machine has access to the Internet

3. Make sure your “EXECUTRON DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION - ACCOUNT INFORMATION” from
page one of “PIMS Preferences” is filled-out properly in PIMS-X before attempting the conversion.

EXECUTRON DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION - ACCOUNT INFORMATION:

USER ID: 23452345 PASSWORD: Ssdfhi¥lkjgl4 ACCOUNT#: 51234

E-MAIL:

You can contact ExecUtron to verify this information if necessary, prior to installing PIMS-SQL...

If this information is entered properly and authentication is successful, you will see the following
dialogbox:

Alert

This machine has been successfully registered with
ExecUtron Development Corp...

Authentication takes place only once, as long as you're using the same Datafile on the same machine it
was authenticated for. If you change Datafiles and/or move your PIMS-SQL system to another machine,
you will need to “De-authorize” it first and then re-authorize it on the new machine (explained in another
document).

If you attempt running PIMS-SQL with missing ACCOUNT INFORMATION in PIMS Preferences, you will
receive a warning:
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Alert

Your USER ID, PASSWORD, and/or ACCOUNT# are blank
in PIMS Preferences and you can not be authenticated...

If you receive this warning and/or authentication fails for any reason, you will be prompted for a “Day
Pass” to gain access to the system:

(': ~‘

This machine is not authorized to run this PIMS system at this
time. You can elect to enter a special "Day Pass Code" obtained
from ExecUtron Devel or click "Continue" to use one of
your 7 complimentary free log-ons.

This dialog will automatically close in 30 seconds...

ENTER DAY PASS:

As “Day Passes” change every day and come directly from contacting ExecUtron Development Corp., you
probably won’t have one. If this is the case, click “Continue”. Doing so will display the following prompt:

Confirm

Would you like to use one of your remaining emergency
Daily Passes (you have 7 left)?...

(" No Thanks ) ( Use It )

Every new PIMS system comes with seven emergency “Daily Passes”, that allow you to get into your PIMS
system and run it. At this point, you will need to use one of these Passes. Click “Use It”.

You will now run under a “Day Pass” for about 10 hours:
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Day Pass

TEMPORARY DAY PASS

Concludes: 10:35 PM

Remaining: 9 hours 59 minutes 21 seconds

However, you will only need to be in the system for a few minutes at this point. From here, go to PIMS
Preferences (found under the File menu), and enter your ACCOUNT INFORMATION. Now save
Preferences and quite the program. Re-Boot PIMS, and authentication should happen (if you have an
Internet connection. Now quit and try it again. This time, you should be taken directly to the main
splash-screen.

Authentication only happens once, unless there is a change in environment.

At this point, you can elect to boot back up the Single-User PIMS-SQL or launch the PIMS-SQL server and
select your new Datafile. We still have a few more things to do, so we recommend sticking with the
Single-User version for now.

RUNNING THE “CONVERSION FUNCTION":

In PIMS-SQL, certain records are processed differently internally than PIMS-X. Most notably is the
“Document Storage” found on many PIMS records (Orders, Customers, Inventory, etc.). Most of these are
no longer stored on the actual records, but rather on their own records that reference back to the origin
records. This makes for better performance and allows us to increase the size limit of stored documents
to 20MB per document. Because of this, your stored Documents need to be stripped off of the origin
records and sent to their own records. This, along with some other housekeeping, is done from a single
User selected menu function. Go to the Import/Export Module and select “Update Converted PIMS-X...”
from the PIMS-X menu (this can’t be skipped, and should be done right away):

Update Converted PIMS-X...

Update Existing Order Documents...
Update Inventory Documents...
Update Customer Documents...
Update Existing SRO Deposits...
Update Soundex

[

This process can take a bit to finish, as it might be scanning hundreds of thousands of records. The
number of stored documents and Customers you have will influence this process. It might take as long as
two hours on large Datafile. When finished, you will receive a dialogbox:
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Alert

Finished updating...

At this point, it's a good idea to re-boot PIMS before continuing.

CONVERTING CUSTOM OUTPUT TEMPLATES (FORMS DESIGNER):
When you convert your Datafile, PIMS will automatically delete all Forms Designer templates and replace
them with new ones that are compatible with PIMS-SQL.

800

TEMPLATE LISTING

Records Selected: 0

All Forms Designer Templates...
Records Listed: 28

TEMPLATENAME & TEMPLATETYPE & CONTROLS
Avery 5160 Customer.tmpl Custom Do
Avery 5160.tmpl Custom

Billing Statement.tmpl Billing Statement o

Blank Avery 5160.tmpl Custom Do Do
Check Template.tmp! Check Template Do Do
CUSTOMER_PAYMENT.tmp! Custom Do Do
Deposit Slip.tmpl Deposit Slip Do Do
HHlustrated Invoice.tmp! Invoice Do Do
LAYAWAY.tmpl Custom Do Do
Shipping Label.tmpl Shipping Label Do Do
SRO Equipment Tag.tmpl SRO Equipment Tag Do Do
SRODEPOSIT.tmpl Custom Dc D
Stock Barcode.tmpl Barcode Dc D
Stock Invoice.tmpl Invoice Dc D
Stock Mailing Label.tmpl Mailing Label Dc D
Stock Packing List.tmpl Packing List Dc D
Stock Picking List.mpl Picking List Dc D
Stock Purchase Order.tmpl Purchase Order Do Do

Stock Quote.tmpl

Quote

Stock Receipt.tmpl

Invoice

Stock Rental Incoming.tmpl

Rental Agreement

Stock Rental Outgoing.tmpl

Rental Agreement

Stock Rental Reservation.tmpl

Rental Agreement

Stock Salesorder.tmpl Salesorder
Stock Serial#.tmpl Serial# Label 0 0
Stock SRO.tmpl RO Do Do
Stock Worksheet.tmpl Worksheet Do Do
Z-TAPE.tmpl Custom Do Do
Done Print List Delete Selected Report Selected

ExecUtron has licensed an entirely new Forms design engine, which is not compatible with the previous
versions of PIMS. However, a conversion process exists for those with Custom Templates they've created.

At this point, you have to decide if you want to convert your existing templates over to PIMS-SQL or
simply modify the new default templates to your liking.
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If you elect to convert your existing templates, you simply need to export them from PIMS-X and load
them into PIMS-SQL. This is done by a special process.

First off, you need to go back into PIMS-X and save certain templates you with to keep to a disk file. To do
this, go to Forms Designer in PIMS-X, open a template, and select “Save To Disk As...” from the small File

menu:

® 4th Dimension Edit Help
e O

FH Edit Options Database
New
Open from Disk... 30
Save to Disk #8S |
Save to Disk As...
Print To Disk...
Print Preview... 8/ m lml —
Page Se(up E_orper_novees] | [CrEFERencE woveer ]| [
Print... #P [SHPPED T«
» | [ENaE
Zoom Window 8\ Ship-To A
2
ER_ T __mem M —__ 1T

It's a good idea to name the file in a similar fashion to the actual Template name used by PIMS-X.

OO Save
Save Report As...
Save As: Invoice.srp E]
CIRE ‘EI]J] | (&) Desktop '3] Q search
L=/ Mosier IntelMa... 4D SQL....webloc
£l iDisk Addres...9.abbu
) Macintosh HD Apple ...L.su.zip

£l Time Machine authorization
(L] BIG TE...TAFILE |

|
|
|
-} BOOTCAMP /| | £ APPLES "
|
|
: com.ap...xd.plist

£ mosier

/\ Applications [9 Conve...e 2011}

< Documents [ deskTop Stuff |

B Movies (@] Deveo...nt.fpbf

J3 Music [ DVKITCHEN > v

(@) Pictures 4| 1 [ eEpC LOGO P

(New Folder ) CCancel)

Repeat this step for every Template you wish to move into PIMS-SQL.

Once you have a collection of saved Templates, go back into PIMS-SQL, create new Templates, and load
these saved PIMS-X Templates onto the new blank Template screens in PIMS-SQL. To do this, first go to
the PIMS-SQL Forms Designer Module.

Select “Create New Template...” from the Templates menu:
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Create New Template...
List All Templates...
Find By Type...

View Last Record...

«, Search Editor...

Cenerate Stock Templates...

(S

Now select the type of Template you wish to create:

Invoice
Salesorder
Quote
Worksheet
Picking List
Packing List
Purchase Order
SRO

Rental Agreement
Barcode

Mailing Label
Serial# Label
Check Template
Deposit Slip

SRO Equipment Tag
Shipping Label
Billing Statement
Inventory Report
Order Report
Customer Report
Custom

You will now be given a new blank Template screen.
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Go to the side-bar on the right, and click the “Import PIMS-X" button:

@8 SUPPRESS PRINT DIALOG
B RECEIPT

@8 DOUBLE PRINT INVOICE
@ ONLY DOUBLE PRINT CC

Revert To Last Saved
Save And Keep Cpen

You will now see the following, and be prompted to select a saved PIMS-X SRP file:

“

This will import a selected SRP export, created from PIMS by
selecting " Save To Disk As..." from a Forms Designer
template's File menu. It will replace this current template...

( Cancel ) E—impor!—3

Your Template will load onto the screen with all of its internal Form settings intact:
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pooooooooooox.tmpl

File Edit View Object Options PIMS

0 @ SUPPRESS PRINT DIALOG
@ RECEIPT

@8 DOUBLE PRINT INVOICE
@ ONLY DOUBLE PRINT CC

INVOICE

{[ORDERS]
( {[ORDERS] )

100

RS SEibRaRL

IC CREEED
SHIPPEDTO: )
@mammjﬂdmz}
ary .0 RICE
) ) (e

=
=
O]
®
3]
Q)
12 )
@
=]
m
4]
a

Revert To Last Saved
Save And Keep Open
[ sve ]

STANDARD FIELDS  LNETES SPECIAL VARIABLES
ORDER_NUMBER LINE_NUMBER M Bill-To Address Block
WORKSHEET_FLAG MASTER_REFERENCE Ship-To Address Block “

QUOTE_FLAG PART_NUMBER Business Name
SALESORDER_FLAG PRODUCT_NAME Business Address Block
INVOICE_FLAG DESCRIPTION Barcode Of Order#
ORDER_DATE COST Payment Block
REVISION_NUMBER v PRICE —

The first thing you’ll want to do is expand the window, if it isn’t already. Then you should adjust the
“Zoom” to something like 200%. This will make tweaking easier on the eyes:

{[ORDERSIPRINTED COMMENT}
{[ORDERSIPRINTED CUSTOMER ¢

Some, but not all, older Templates need to have some of their “line objects” straightened after the
conversion.
A line is usually not off by more than one pixel, and is easy to identify:
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QTY B.O.'D
{ [ORDER | [{ [ORDER

——
Lo |

I TAX] | {VTAXamt}]

| TOTAL: {[vGRANDTOTALamt}

You'll notice that both horizontal and vertical lines could be affected. The fastest way to correct this is to
select a line, hold down the “Command” key (“Control” on PC) and press one of the Arrow keys on the
keyboard. The Arrow key will move one side of the line up/down or left/right one pixel.

VGRANDTOTALamt}

straightened...

The only other thing to do is name the Template (upper left corner field) the exact same name as it was
called in PIMS-X. As this is a new Template in PIMS-SQL, you'll need to adjust any specialty parameters
such as “Receipt” flag, CC printing, etc. Other than that, everything else should be the same.

In PIMS-X, there were other areas where Templates were found. This was mostly in the EDC Accounting
Module and Service & Repair Module. In PIMS-SQL, all Templates now reside in the Forms Designer
Module. You'll need to make sure and export these from PIMS-X as well, if you modified them. Once
they're in PIMS-SQL, you'll need to go to these other Modules and reference them there.

In EDC Accounting Prefs, you'll need to reference the “A/R Statement” Template. This is found on page
one in the lower left-hand corner:

A/R BILLING STATEMENT TEMPLATE:

Billing Statement.tmpl m

The Bank records also had your Check and Deposit Templates stored on them. These too need to be
referenced. Go into each Bank record that had a Template on it, and reference them from Forms
Designer:
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Deposit Slip.tmpl

For those with the Service & Repair Module, you’ll need to go into SRO Preferences and select your
Equipment Tag (if you use one):

[SRO Equipment Tag.tmp (+)

Make sure your Templates match the names you used in PIMS-X for your various Default printing
Templates used by your terminals:
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ADDITIONAL CONVERTION INORMATION:

PIMS-SQL is compatible with your Backed-Up Users and Groups from PIMS-X. This means that you don’t
need to reenter all of your Users and assign them to Groups. Make sure you have them backed-up in
PIMS-X prior to converting your Datafile (PIMS Preferences, page one):

USER/GROUP BACK-UP & RESTORE:

Back-Up Users/Groups
Restore Users/Croups

Export Backed-up Listing

Once you're in PIMS-SQL, go to PIMS Preferences and “Restore” them.

If you're created any Custom Inventory and/or Customer entry screens (Forms Designer Module),
unfortunately they are not compatible and must be recreated. This is easy enough to do from the Forms
Designer Module, and works exactly the same as PIMS-X.

If you've done custom naming of any “Custom” fields in PIMS-X, these are compatible with PIMS-SQL and
no further action is needed from you.

You might have set a lot of “Terminal Specific” settings on your PIMS-X Client terminals, for such things as
printing, e-mailing, etc. The good news is that PIMS-SQL can read these same settings files that PIMS-X
used. These various Terminal-Specific defaults and parameters are keep in a folder called “PIMS
Terminal Preferences”, that resides in the PIMS-X Client folder at the same level as the app itself. Once
you have the PIMS-SQL Client installed on your terminals, you can simply copy the “PIMS Terminal
Preferences” folder from the PIMS-X Client folder to the new PIMS-SQL Client folder. When you launch
the PIMS-SQL Client, it will adopt all of the PIMS-X Client settings for that terminal.

Many of you have opted for a Custom Splash-Screen to personalize your PIMS Client terminals. These
Custom splash-screens did not come over to your PIMS-SQL Datafile, as the format is entirely different.

First off, user-supplied splash-screens are now terminal specific. We also have a wide array of built-in
splash-screen templates to choose from. To select one of these splash-screens for your specific terminal,
select “Change Splash Screen” from the main File menu:

PIMS Preferences...

Change Splash Screen

From there, you can select a splash-screen from the available choices:
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Upon doing so, you will be prompted for a graphic that is 1000 x 550 pixels in size. There’s even a splash-
screen that can have a custom WEB site as a backdrop. This can be an actual WEB Site, or even an
animated graphic or Flash document from disk.

Please note that some menu functions have moved, but most are exactly the same as you're used to. Most
notably are utility functions such as assigning Users/Groups. A lot of these functions can now be found in
the “PIMS Tools...” section, and is found under the main File menu:

Page 14 of 23



PIMS Preferences...
Change Splash Screen

Check For PIMS Updates...
Other Menus... 382

Included Modules
o EDC Accounting... #1
o Calendar Module... 3
0 Import\Export...
o Forms Designer Module...
@ PIMS WiKi Module...

.Assembly Module... #9
. Service & Repair Module... ¥#4
’ Locations Module...

@ WEB Services Module...

’ Subscription Module...

. Rental Module... ®7

(% PIMS Tools...

THE SERVER:

The PIMS-SQL server is now “SQL” based. It is based on the 4D version of SQL, which differs from other
versions. [t is substantially faster than previous versions of PIMS, and has little or no size limitations. For
those savvy in SQL, you can gain limited access to Tables in PIMS-SQL Server (Read Only) with additional
licensing from 4D (about $1600 per server as of this document). Please keep in mind that this is a special
version of SQL, and whatever you plan to do may or may not be compatible. You will never be able to
write to the PIMS-SQL Datafile from external sources, unless arrangements are made for special access
plug-ins from ExecUtron. Externally accessing your Datafile is not supported by ExecUtron Development
Corp. in any way.

The PIMS-SQL Server app itself looks a bit different, but acts basically the same as PIMS-X:
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4) PIMS-SQL.4DB - 4D Server Administration

.1 A V8% 5 PP | /SOL
G L

Application Server

Monitor Users (0) Processes (10) Maintenance

SQL Server

T

HTTP Server

CPU Usage ¥
W - [ 13
System Information Hard drive
900 CB

Machine: Mosier IntelMac iMac G5
System: Mac OS X (10.6.8)
Processor: Intel(R) Core(TM) i5 CPU 750 @ 2.67G
IP Address:
Application information
Version: 12.2 build 94807

Maximum connections

Application Server: 2

Data: 144 MB
SQL Server: None Others: 308 GB
Web Server: Unlimited Free: 592 GB
SOAP Server: Unlimited
License Processors
Name:
Used by 4D: 1%
Licensed to: Total: 1%

Memory
4GB

[ | Used by 4D: 958.76 M8 [l

[ | Others: 1.27 GB [ |

| Free: 1.79 GB [}
Network

Received: 0 B/s
Sent: 0 B/s

One notable difference is that there is a two-minute built-in delay before any Clients can connect. Please
keep this in mind when connecting Clients. Clients still get the same basic connection dialogbox when

run, that displays available PIMS-SQL Servers.

The only setting you should adjust on the server is the “Backup” settings. All others should be left alone
unless directed by ExecUtron. Failure to abide by this could cause performance and Datafile issues...

To set your backup parameters, go to the Server’s File menu and select “ Database Settings...”:

New
Open...
Open Recent

Close Database...
Close Window
Close All Windows

Flush Data Buffers
Backup...
Restore...

#0

X #8wW
#W
X #W

A

From there, select the “Backup” TAB:
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| PIMS-SQL - Database Settings

2 Q9 AY0 % TRBE =

General Interface Compiler Database Moving Backup Client-server Web sQL PHP Security Compatibility

[Scheduler Configuration ~ Backup & Restore '

Automatic Backup: | Every Day 7]

at 23:00|

(" Factory settings ) ( Cancel ) ( OK )

From here, the settings are pretty much the same as PIMS-X. All other “non-backup” settings are set by us,
back at the factory...

It is always best to have the backup run before midnight. This is especially true for those who have
directed “Nightly Processes” to run and those who have Data-Sync running between Locations.

DATA-SYNC:

Data-Sync has been re-written for enhanced performance and reliability. However, it looks and acts
basically the same. The “MAIN” server Data-Sync monitor window has additional Location connection
information at the bottom, and if a Location that had previously connected has gone silent for 20 minutes
or more, and optional e-mail can be sent.

One of the most important changes to Data-Sync is a built-in “hold” between the hours of 10:30pm and
11:59pm. Data-Sync can be instructed (at each Location) to sleep between those hours. By doing this, it
takes a big load off of the server and allows it to backup 10 times faster as well as clear processor time for
any defined Nightly Processes:
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Home  Activity  Data-Sync

PROCESS: MAIN CONTROLS:
(V! DATA SYNC ON SYNC EVERY: (V] LISTEN FOR LOCATION CALLS (V] SET "MAIN" ORDERS TO SEND
(V] ALLOW VOIDING OF MAIN ORDERS [_| SET OPEN LOCATION P.0. TO "UNPROCESSED"
RECORDS T0 SEND: (V] AUTO-POST INVENTORY TRANSFERS | ALLOW P.0. CONTROL BY LOCATION, NOT MAIN
™ Categories sM @ RE-POST INCOMING RMAs
© Departments 7 || SEND E-MAIL IF LOCATION FAILS TO CONNECT
& Employess 12 E-MAIL TO:[
™ Family Discounting 15
™ Freight Companies 71
™ Gift Card File 26
™ Tax Jourisdictions 33
™ Vendors 6
™ Inventory 2
© Jobs 19
™ Payment Types 11
™ Customers 3
& Lot Numbers 18
™ Marketing 36
& Serial Numbers 13
™ Purchase Orders. 8
& Product Allocations 21
™ SROs 14
# Receiving Records 9 <~ Reset Records To Send (V] PROCESS AUTOMATIC NIGHTLY HOLD
™ Inventory Transfers 10

™ Invoices 4

Save Cancel <~ Prev. Record Next Record ->

This function can be initiated by clicking the “PROCESS AUTOMATIC NIGHTLY HOLD” checkbox on the
Location record of the Location running Data-Sync (at each Location). This is strongly recommended. If
this option is selected, the PIMS-SQL server should be restarted.

INITIAL “VERSION HISTORY”:
The following excerpt is from the initial PIMS-SQL “Version History” document. We're including it here
because it states some of the differences between PIMS-X and PIMS-SQL...

%k sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok %k 3k 5k %k 5k 5k 5k sk 5k sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok %

All "Product Name" fields have been increased from 80 characters to 200.

3k sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ok ok sk ok
The following functions have been removed from the main "File" menu, and are now

accegssed from a new "PIMS Tools..." menu:

Master Applicator

Change Passwording
Restart PIMS

Current Backup Stats
Current Server Information
4D Preferences

There are also new functions related to Maintenance ("4D Tools", etc.) that can

be found here as well. A new Password Group called "PIMS_Tools" now exists,

and only those assigned to it can access PIMS Tools.

3k sk ok ok ok sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok ckosk sk skok sk osk sk skok skosk sk sk sk oskosk sk sk ok oskosk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok osk sk sk sk sk oskosk sk sk ko osk sk sk ok kosk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok sk ok ok sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok
The "Records With Components..." menu item under the "Inventory" menu now has

sub-menus for the various types of Inventory records that might have Components

present.

3k sk ok ok ok sk sk ok ok sk sk sk sk ckosk sk skok sk sk sk skok skoskosk sk sk oskosk sk sk oskoskosk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok osk sk sk sk skoskosk sk sk ckosk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok sk ok ok sk ok ok ok ok sk ok ok ok ok
Certain record listings now have a standard "List Search" field in the upper

left-hand corner. It will usually perform a Keyword search on the "Name" field.
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On a record listing, you no longer need to select a record first before selecting

"Select All" from the "Edit" menu.

3k sk ok ok ok sk sk ok sk sk sk sk sk ckosk sk sk ok sk osk sk skok skosk sk sk sk oskosk sk sk oskoskosk sk sk ok o3k sk sk sk ok osk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ckosk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok ok sk ok sk ok ok ok sk ok ok ok ok ok
The way in which Components are added to an Inventory record has changed

slightly.

3k sk ok ok %k sk sk ok sk sk sk sk sk ckosk sk sk sk sk sk skok sk oskosk sk sk oskosk sk sk okoskosk sk osk ok o3k sk sk sk ok osk sk sk sk skosk sk sk sk ok osk sk sk ok kosk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok ok osk ok sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok
A new style of synthetic ExecULock system is in place. Previous "ExecULocks"

are no longer valid with this version.
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A window is now displayed when running on a Daily Pass (lower right-hand corner).
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"ExecULock" technology has been updated, and replaced with on-line “Authentication”...
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From the "Log-In" screen, you can now expand the height of the window, sort

Users, and search for a User in the list.
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When running PIMS for the first time after an update, a. "New Version" sticker

is displayed on the main splash-screen. Clicking this sticker will download

and display the current Version History document which details the changes to

the program. This sticker is only displayed once per update.
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The "Graphing" function has been removed from the main "Inventory" menu.
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A new function called "Simple Labels..." has been added to the Inventory Listing

"Function" menu.
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All "Search Editors" have been changed from the standard "4D" version to the new

improved "EDC" version, complete with field search etc.
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The "Date Selectors" have been modified.
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There is a new option in PIMS Preferences called "This Is A Remote Internet
Terminal" (front page at bottom). This option exists for those who use a PIMS
Client to connect over the Internet to the PIMS-SQL Server. If checked, it will
modify the Client for better performance over the Internet. This is done by
disabling certain internal functions, causing specific reports to be performed
on the server and then transferred to the Client when finished, etc. This
function is terminal specific.
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The "Custom Splash Screen" option in PIMS Preferences has been moved to its own
menu. You now have the capability to choose from various "Themes", including
a "Custom" picture and a Splash Screen with a default WEB page. This setting is
also terminal specific.
3k sk ok ok ok sk sk ok sk sk sk sk sk ckosk sk ko sk sk sk skok sk sk sk sk sk oskosk sk sk skoskosk sk osk ok sk sk sk sk kosk sk sk sk skosk sk sk sk ckosk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok ok sk ok sk ok ok ok sk ok ok ok ok ok
If you have "Perform Keyword Search On 'WAME' Fields" checked in PIMS
Preferences, a new high-speed SQL "Keyword" search will now be performed on the
following entry fields:
Order "Bill-To" Name
Order "Ship-To" Name
Order "Bill-To" Attn
SRO "Bill-To: Name
SRO "Bill-To: Attn
This is a magnitude faster than PIMS-X...
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If "Perform Keyword Search On Order Description" is checked in PIMS Preferences,
a new high-speed SQL "Keyword" search will be performed on the Order's
Line-Item "Description" field with the text entered.
3k sk ok ok ok sk sk ok ok sk sk sk sk ckosk sk ko sk sk sk skok skosk sk sk sk skosk sk sk okoskosk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok osk sk sk sk sk oskosk sk sk ckosk sk sk ok 3k sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok ok sk sk sk ok ok ok sk ok ok ok ok ok
The Forms Designer Module has been completely rewritten, and is more compatible

with today's printing solutions.
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The "Receiving" menu's "Find By Serial#..." function has had a performance

increase of several thousand percent...
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The Order records can now have an unlimited number of attached documents.

Each document can be up to 20MB in size, and will not affect performance.

There is a conversion function to translate existing documents over to this

format.
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There is now a "Date Selector" control next to the Order "Date" field.
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Clicking on the Order# on the Order entry screen will now place the Order# on

the Clipboard/Pasteboard.
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The "TOTAL SALES GRAPH" function under the "Reports" menu has been renamed

"12 Month Sales Graph". It has been altered to prompt for a starting month.

The graph and associated figures are then based on a 12 month period starting

with that month. "Last Year" is now represented as the same range from a year

prior. This is great for Users on a "non-calendar" fiscal year...

3k sk ok ok ok sk sk ok sk sk sk sk sk ckosk sk sk sk osk sk skok skoskosk sk sk oskoskosk sk koskosk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk k osk sk sk sk sk oskosk sk sk ckosk sk sk ok 3k sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok %k sk ok sk ok ok ok sk ok ok ok ok ok
The Order Document storage feature has been further enhanced. Double-clicking

on a line will now export (dump) that document. The Date, Time, and Terminal of

the last "Dump" is also recorded.
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There is now Document Storage (similar to Orders) on the Purchase Order.
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You are now prompted to save the Purchase Order record when printing it. You

can decline if desired.
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The record "Search" control object has been added to the top of the Order

listing. It searches "BNAME", "SNAME", "BATTN", and "SATTN" fields for a

match.
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There is a new function under the Order screen's "eBusiness" menu called

"E-Mail As PDF Attachment...". This will act just like the "E-Mail Order"

function, except that it will automatically print a PDF version of the Order to

the DeskTop (no dialog windows), and attach it to your e-mail instead of the

HTML version. Once sent, the PDF is deleted from the DeskTop.
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The Location Codes shown on the main Splash-Screens have been changed from 18

point font to 24 point font (for our blind Indiana Users).
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The Location GSX Preferences now has a default "PART RETURN WINDOW" field. If

left at zero, it defaults to the original 13 days.
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There is a new function under the Order's and SRO's "Records" menu called

"Log Contact Record...". This will allow you to log a "Contact" record for the

associated Customer (just like on the Customer record). The keyboard shortcut

is "Command-K". From the Order, the Order must be saved or the new Contact will

not be saved. On the SRO, the Contact record is always saved.
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There is now a full-blown GSX WEB browser built into the SRO entry screen. It
uses new defaults to display the GSX Log-On page, and then allows you to conduct
GSX WEB activities directly on the SRO screen. There's also macro buttons that
will insert PIMS SRO record info into selected WEB fields for you. Just click

in a WEB field and then click the button representing the information you would
like pasted into that field. Before this new function is available, you must

go to the GSX Preferences screen for that Location and enter a few pieces of
information. This includes selecting the appropriate GSX URL (usually https:
//8sx.apple.com).
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There is a new "PIMS WiKi" Module and functions in PIMS-SQL. This allows

someone who belongs to the "WiKi_ MODULE" Password Group to create "WiKig" for

Users to access throughout PIMS. WiKis can have a "Question", "Answer", and

"Subject" along with optional attached Picture, Document, and WEB URL link.

WiKis are available to Users via an "Eye Glasses" ICON, found on various screens

and menus. You can add as many Wikis to your system as you like. ExecUtron also

has some WiKis that you can import, that explain various functions and reports

within PIMS-SQL. When you first launch your system, and there are no WiKi

records, PIMS will add a few for you to get started. WiKi's are a great place

to add special directions for your Users, printer configurations, and even a

great place to store and distribute any custom Plug-Ins you might have.
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The SRO entry screen and listings are now 1100 pixels wide (100 more than other

PIMS screens). This is to accommodate the embedded WEB pages...
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"Realtime Holding" has been removed from the system. "Holding" when saving an

Order record is vastly superior and should be used instead.
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A new function called "Admin Process Window..." has been added to the "Reports"

When using the new "E-Mail As PDF Attachment..." function from an Order, there

is a new addition to the process. If you have a Forms Designer template that

is named exactly the same as the Order template being used, except that it ends

in "-PDF" instead, it will be used as the attached PDF Order. For example, if

your default Invoice template is called "Invoice.tmpl" and you also have one

named "Invoice-PDF.tmpl", the "Invoice-PDF.tmpl" will be used instead. Again,

this only works from the "E-Mail As PDF Attachment..." menu.
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A new "External Reference#" field has been added to the General Ledger entry

screen. This optional field exists just incase you need to match your

accounts with an external system (your CPA's?). This Reference has also been

added to the General Ledger listing (in green), right below the Account#. This

is also included in the "Export" button found on the Trial Balance screen.

When entering Accounts onto a General Journal screen, you can use this Ref# in

the Account Code field to enter that COA as well.
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There is a new function for the "Nightly Processes" that will record the ending

Inventory figures for Inventory records in a special table. This information

constitues the ending "ON-HANDs, HOLDING, etc. totals for a given product per

Location per month. To list these figures, choose "Month-End Inventory..." from

the main "Reports" menu. These figures always represent that day's starting

figures for your Inventory.
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The General Journal entry screen now has Import/Export buttons to export the

line-itemns (transactions) as text. Aslong as the structure of the export is

not altered, it can be imported back on to another General Journal screen. This

is handy if you are needing to leave this screen and come back to finish a long

entry later. It is also good for "prototyping" a booking to see the "What If"

of it before posting. This is often done in a resent copy of your datafile...
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A listing Search Control has been aded to the General Ledger listing.
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You can now add a Chart-Of-Account (General Ledger) record from the General

Journal entry screen.
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There is a new menu function in the Location Module (Data-Sync menu) called

"Grab Data-Sync Screen-Shot". When selected (from a Client app), a screen-shot

of the server's Data-Sync Monitor window will be displayed. This image can be

up to 10 seconds old, as it is updated every 10 seconds on the server.
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There is now a Location listing with last connection info on the Data-Sync

Monitor window ("MAIN" only). This shows the last connection info for each

Location in the system. There is also a new option on the "MAIN" Location

record to alert you by e-mail if a Location that was connecting hasn't connected

for 20 minutes or more. When an e-mail is sent, a screen-shot of the Monitor

window is attached.
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There is a new checkbox on the "Custom Splash Screen" window called

"Random Daily Splash Screen". If checked, you will get a different Splash Screen

for every day of the month...
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The "Keyword Search" button has been removed from the Order entry screen, as it

is now obsolete.
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There is now an optional "Category Code" on the Inventory Reconciliation

worksheet. This allows you to isolater and count only items that belong to the

same PIMS Category. Discrepancies are only compared to items of that Category.

This is an optional feature.
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There is a new "Prep" menu in the Locations Module. A function exists there

that will allow you to take a copy of your "MAIN" datafile and prepare it for

another new Location.
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When the "E-Mail Order" dialogbox is displayed, the "TO", "CC", and "BCC"

pop-menu fields now contain not only the Order's e-mail addresses but all of the

Customer's "Additional personnel" and "Locations" e-mails (if they exist).
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It is now possible to "Batch Create" a single Gift Card, where before you had to

create 2 or more...
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All "Location" pop-menus now show only non-virtual Location Codes. There are a

few exceptions, like Inventory Transfers.
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During a datafile backup process while Data-Sync is running, a "non-connection"

e-mail will no longer be sent during this process. This will only take place if

the system is not currently backing up.
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A new option on the Location record's Data-Sync section exists called

"PROCESS AUTOMATIC NIGHTLY HOLD". When checked, Data-Sync is paused between the

hours of 10:30pm and 11:59pm. This allows more processor time to task intensive

"Nightly Processes". If used, your backup start time should be set for 11:00pm.

3k sk ok ok ok sk sk ok sk sk sk sk sk ckosk sk sk sk osk sk skok sk sk sk sk sk oskosk sk sk oskoskosk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok osk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ckosk ok sk ok 3k sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok ok sk sk sk ok ok ok sk ok ok ok sk ok
A better alert system now exists for entering "Discontinued" items to an Order.

If your Location is out of stock on this item but other Locations have it in

stock, then you are alerted to this fact in a more detailed manner.
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There is a new function under the SRO's "Deposits" menu called

"Refund SRO Deposit...".
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On the Purchase Order listing, the "Dealer#" has been replaced with the

"Confirmation#".
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The "Document Storage" for both Customers and Inventory has been updated.

Documents are now kept in another file, outside of the original records. This

gives a performance increase, especially for records with lots of Documents

attached. You'll need to run a conversion function to update your existing

attached Documents, before you can take advantage of this...
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SROs can now store attached Documents. This function can be found in the

"RECORDS" menu as "Attached Documents...".
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There is a new report in the Reports menu called "Daily Revenue Export...".
This report exports sales information (from selected Invoice "Subtotals") for
a given date range for one or all Locations. If"All" Locations is selected, a
summary grid is placed at the bottom of the export.
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